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Riſe and Gros th of Eorbitant Power 

in France, t the Point I defign'd it 
for z viz- To prove the Neceſſity of redu- 
Cing it: and I cannot but note bere, that 
this Fetthing theReaſon of its being ſo need- 
ful to bub it down from its Original, is the 
beft Way to come at an Anſwer to the Ob- 
ettions ſtarted, of the Poſbbility of making 
the Houſe of 2 exotbitaatly great. 
— I u conſeſs, I base read and kadon ſo 
much of the terrible Effects of -Aurian 
Exorbitance,. that I was not without ſome 
Anxieties, le the preſent Run upon France 
mould bliadly carry us into building 
that Power again, which once was more 
formidable to che Proteſtant Intereſt, than 


1 my laſt R 


Play upon Spain, if ever 


g ver Farce was, d co I 

to pull it down * 7 1 9 75 5 - 
Sone the. preſen 7218 775 
Monarchies, and o te 
acknowledge,.to.me it « 6 wk p 227 1 
an effeQual Reduction gf, French Power to 
its proper Bounds is the be ſt Se 7 f 
the ee of the Houſe o ia. 
For a8. che Power, , Vigour, Diſciplige, 
andGoodn of the French Troops, are now 


in the World, what they never were be- 
fore; and he Saniſb and Italian Infantry, 


that were chen . Glory of Europe, are 


pow entirely ſunk g France reducd'to a Pitch 

of ſafe Eqaallity, is cho, beſt Trump you can 

:y ſhould come 2 

lead the Game of Power again in the Wy 
Aid. 


* 


And this is the true Foundation, upon 
which the late Giorious King . illiam ſaid to 
Sir Wim. Temple, Thit if we were to go be- 


o * 
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* 


yond the Treaty of the Pyrenees, he ſhould. * 


be as much a Fench Man, as he was then a 
Spaniard, Whywas it aG always 
0 the French a the Huteh hgainſt the 
Spaniel? Even r the very ſalhhe Reaſon 
that ing Wilxinhided the S- 2gainft 
the French— THE CHASE 2 


Porer; all the Powers of Eu#bpe ate the 
Hounds; bring but France to run true, ſhe 


| LE" 2 i, 
when Amicys was her Frontier, and 
Dourlans belong'd to Spain on the fide of 


Picardy; when Dunkirk was Spaniſh, and the 


Lambre knew no French Fortifications 
Yet even then ſhe would be twice theKing- 
dom in Wealth and Strength that ſhe was in 
thoſe Days, A865 2 4 
The Naval Power of France alſo is an en- 
tire Acquiſition of this very Reign; and the 
Improvement in Military Affairs ſuch, that 
we haveſcen the French Infantry, which in 
thoſe Days was but a very mean Sort of 


u ill he the beft and moſt — in; Thing, behave very well, and over match 


the Pack; and wherever Exor 
comes ia her Way, ſhe will run ic down in 
"View, 7 — 

This dag ms bac 10 Original of 
this War; w& do not fghFagainſt France 
as a K „or again the King of 
France as a King, no nor as a Tyrant in- 
ſulting theLiberties of his own Subjects but 
we fight againft France as a Kingdom grown 
too great fot her Neighbonars, and again} 
the King of France as an Invader of other 
Nation's Rights,” and an Oppreſſor of the 
common Libepties of Europe And we fight 
to reduce him to a Condition that he may 
be no more dangerous to his Neighbours. 
In ſhort, we fight to reduce his Exorbitant 
Power and this conlifts in that little-under- 
ſtood, but very popular and extenſive Word, 
4 Ballance of Power. This Balance is no- 
thing but a Keeping all the Powers of Eu 
rope in ſuch a Poſture, ſo leagued and fo 
feparated, ſo jointed and ſo diſ-jiated, as 
that no one or no united Intereſt may be 
able to ſubje& the reſt: To preſervethisBal- 
lance; tis as neceſſary France ſhonld re- 
main a Kingdom, as it is neceſſary Sein 
mould not be annex'd to it. But take it 
with you alſo, it is as requi'ite that France 
ſhould poſſeſs no Additiens of Power, as it 
is necef{ary ſhe ſhould remain a Kingdom. 

Now to make this out, let us examine 
the preſent State of france, view it in Mi- 
niature, and compare her with her aotient 
state Were France entirely ſtrip'd of 
all her Conquefts and Encroachments, and 
bounded, as ſhe was at the Peace of Vervins, 
when the Maes and the Moſelle was her Ex- 
tent on the fide of Germany; when ſhe had 
neither Lorraiv, Birrois, or Burgundy ; 


t Power-- 


the Spaniurds and Italians, to whom they 
were once ſo contemptible— The Foreign 
Commerce of Fraxce,and their Magufactures 


at home, are ten Times as great as theo; 


and as their Trade has encreas'd, ſo ha; 
their Wealtb What then'is not France 
able to dv? — This makes the Neceſſity 
of reducing her, moſt Evident, and is an 
invincibie Argument for carrying on this 
War, till ſhe is reduc'd, eſpecially conſider- 
ing the rational Proſpect we have of it at 
this Time. * 
This alone ſhenld cure us of all our Im- 
patience at the Continuance of the War 
This ſhould prevent our being in too much 
Haſte for Peace lt is true we want Peace, 
but we do not want a Truce; we do not 
want a Peace of 2 or 3 Years, we can much 
better carry on this War, if it were 7 Years 
longer, tho is would fall very beauy, than 
we can begin another War 7 Years hence— 
Our Enemies would gain Strength, and we 
ſhould loſe Strength by ſuch a Breathing - 
Time; the War may burt us, but an un- 
certain Peace to xe valve into a War again, 
would kill us; we ſhall be impoveriſh'd if 
the War continues, but we ſhall be ruin'd if 
it returns Therefore this War mvRt not 
end, bet with a Security that it ſhall not 
return— And this Security conſiſts in two 
Thing. 7 | 7 
1. In an entire Reduſtion of the Exorbitant 
Power of France, explzin'd as before; 

2. In 4 continued Cement of the Allies; 
keeping alive the Confederacy ; ſo that 
France may never be abſe to take them 

a- part, and revenge the Mortif cations 

of this War, upon the ſeveral Branche e, 
which he cannot do when united. 

| This 


This 1 argue from the Condition of 
France, (ſuppoſing, I ſay, ſhe ſhould come 
to à Peace even upon our Own Terms 
If ſhe can find a Way to terminate this Alli- 
ance, - ſhe may unravel the whole Work 
aga in France, even in the Condition 
as above, ftrip'd of al her Conqueſt and of 


all her Uſurpations, will yet be the greateſt, 


the richeſt, and the moſf powerful Modar- 
chy in Europe, and no ſingle Power of Eu- 
rope could hold out againſt her; nay, to 
carry it farther, not any Two of the preſent 
Powers of Europe could ſtand againft her, 
not England and Holland, not the Swede 
and. the Empire, not any private League 


would do it, nothing but a Concert, a grand 


Alliance, and it is but too evident, how 
hard that is to be brought together 
Nothing then can be a ſufficient Guarrantee 
for the preſent Peace, but the whole Con- 
federacy ; the Body of Powers that have now 
ated, being form'd into a politick Frame 
of Conſtitution, upon which they can again 
act in Caſe of an Invaſſon upon any of the 
Branches. Call this what you pleaſe, and 
let the Difficulties be as great as you can 
propoſe ; if this be not done, France may 
attempt hereafter to oppreſꝭ lome or other 
of the Confederacy, . and fod out new 
Tricks to grourd ſuch invaſions upon; but 
if a Conſtitution he farm d, by which the 
whole Gonfederacy.may reſume and ad; as a 
Brdv, then the Peace will be always vader 
the Protection of the ſame Power that has 
procur'd it. 1 7 ©- 
Not France only, but no othet Power of 
Europe can ever encroach upon Europe's 
Liberty; all the Suggeſtions ' of Auſtrian 
Greatogeſs dbuld die here, if this Confe- 
deracy now form d, are continued in a Body 
to ad under ſuch Conſtitutions, and by ſuch 
Congreſs as may do ſttled They will he 
as effeQ ua! Secunity 16 Furapesg ſrom be ing 
ever ſubject either to the Encrosehments of 
France, or any other Prince d hatever. 
Nay. what if 1 ſhould ſay, that it ix no 
in the Power of the preſent Conſederacy 
for ever to prevent any more War id Eu- 
rope It is in their Power to make 
themſelves Arbiters of all the Diffefences 
andDiſputes that ever can happen in Europe, 
whether between Kingdoin and Kingdom, 
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or between Sovereign and Subjects. A Con- 
greſs of this Alliance may be made 2 
Court of Appeals for all the injur's and 

„ whether — are Princes or 
People that are or ever ſhall be in Europe to 
the End of the World. Here the Petty- 
States and Princes ſhall be protected againſt 
the Terror of their yowerful Neighbours, 
the Great ſhall no more oppreſs the Small, 
of the Mighty de vour the Weak ; this very 
Confederacy bave at this time, and if they 
pleaſe, may preſerve- to themſelves the 
Power of baniſhing War out of Europe— 
They are able from henceforward to cruſh 
the ſtrongeſt, and ſupport the weakef}. 

If they ſend the King of S- Notice 
to forbear puſhing the Muſcovite, and end 2 
War that few know to what Ead it is conti- 
nued ; if they command the King of Poland 
to reſign his Crown as an Uſurpation, 
reftore Poland to her Liberties, and ſubmic 
to a fair un influenc d Election z if they de- 
mand Liberty and the Re-eftabliſhment of 
Religion to the Hungeriens 5 if they de- 
mand the ovize to quit the Baltict, lay 
down his Naval Improvements, and de- 
moliſh the impregnable Fortreſs of Pererſ- 
burgh, from whence he bids fair to be one 


Day Mafter of the Sea on that fide of the 


World. If theſe Things are commanded 
by this Body, they will not be diſputed, 
nor indeed any juſt Thing; by the greateft 
Power in Europe. 

What a bleſſed Day of Peace to Europe 
would this be! -—— What Seas of Blood 
would this prevent in the World, which the 
Luft of Tyrants bas hitherto made notbing 
of! I might give ſome late Inftances, 
where the powerful Interpoſition of Neigh- 
bours bas prevented bloody Wars, and 
maintain'd Peace; when Nations and States 
govern d by their Paſhans, and prompted 
by their Advanteges, have been running 
headiong into Confuſion and Deſtrudt ion. 
Thus the Engliſh in King William's Time 


protected the Peace of the North, and 


held the Hands of the Dane and Swede, till 
tnev thought fit to ſubmit to ſuch Terms as 
preſetv'd the Tranquillity of Europe. Thus 
the Pkinces of the Lower Saxony form'd the 
the Treaty of Travendbil, and prevented 
the Ruin of the Duke of Zbiſtein; and 

thus 


